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Framework  

 

As an affiliated partner of the G20 Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (GPFI), the World Business Angels 

Investment Forum (WBAF) is committed to bring together various disciplines, who can help us design 

innovative solutions to tackle the world’s biggest issues such as access to finance, gender equality, ethical 

governance, commercialization of scientific research, business transformation and financial inclusion. This 

collaborative approach will have a multiplier effect to enable positive change in all three areas of ESG related 

development goals.  

 

To foster business transformation through global collaboration and open innovation as a response to COVID-

19, WBAF recently established an “Economic Development Commission” framework enabling leaders, financial 

institutions and activist citizens with similar backgrounds to empower world economies and provide a 

convergence point for entrepreneurs, corporates, investors, policymakers, and academics.  
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_________________________________ 

 

The WBAF ESG for Emerging Markets Commission aims to raise awareness on ESG as an important component 

of global economic development and empower the private sector ecosystem to contribute by channelling access 

to responsible investment at all levels of start-ups and large enterprises. 

 

 

 

 



The Commission’s goal is to become the preferred partner on ESG in emerging markets by pursing a mission 

that includes:  

 

▪ creating awareness for ESG and impact investing by increasing its priority importance on national 

agendas, 

▪ interacting and engaging with key public, private and social stakeholders on various echelons, 

▪ cooperating with international financial institutions to promote ESG standards for emerging markets 

and facilitate their inclusion in targeted investment portfolios 

▪ advocating for accelerating the integration of ESG standards in corporate strategies as a tool to achieve 

superior performance, attractive returns and competitive advantage 

▪ enabling synergies and knowledge sharing through best practice ESG toolkits,  

▪ creating interactive learning, and connectivity platforms for emerging markets. 

 

Board Members  
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Ilkay Demirdag, Turkey  

 

President  
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Demirdag is an award winning global corporate finance and IR executive with 20+ years of 

experience gained in the UK, Turkey and Bahrain. Her C-level experience covers a broad range of 

areas including Strategic Initiatives, Corporate Finance, M&A, Private Equity, Fund Raising, Investor 

Relations and ESG with measurable performance in leading conglomerates, private equity firms and 

multinational corporations. In addition to her professional career, she is a philanthropist and social 

entrepreneur focussing on sustainable economic development and serves on board level in several 

NGO’s. She is the founder of the “Equality Movement” that aims gender equality at workplace. With 

her movement she received the “Social Responsibility Project of the Year” and “Social Entrepreneur of 

the Year” Awards. She has also been selected as one of the “48 Inspiring Women in Turkey” by Dünya 

Newspaper. Demirdag acts as Head of Investor Relations at Enerjisa Enerji. 

 

 

Aslı Selcuk, Turkey  

 

Board Member  
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Selcuk is the Chairperson of the Turkish Investor Relations Society (TUYİD), representing 70% of 

Borsa Istanbul market capitalization and aims to increase the awareness and reporting quality of 

Turkish companies on ESG to attract more sustainable investing to Turkey. She also acts as the Head 

of Investor Relations at Ford Otosan. 

 

Burak Kocer, PhD., Turkey  

 

Board Member  
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Dr. Kocer is an International Associate at Aspen Family Business Group LLC. an Independent Board 

Member at Alarko Holding A.Ş and a Board Member at Corporate Governance Association of Turkey 

(TKYD). He took part as the Local Corporate Governance Expert in the Advisory Consortium, which 

developed the CG Reporting and Monitoring Framework for the Capital Markets Board of Turkey, in 

a project sponsored by the EBRD.  

 

Carlos Barrios, Colombia  

 

Board Member  
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Barrios is the Director of Investor Relations & Sustainability at Colombia Securities Exchange. He is 

part of the sustainability committee at the World Federation of Exchange and is a board member of a 

private equity fund in impact investing – Inversor.  

 

Katalin Zaim Assoc.Prof., Turkey  

 

Board Member  

Environment, Social and Governance (ESG) for Emerging Markets Commission 
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Zaim is a multi-skilled endowed with knowledge on environmental economics, business management, 

geology and environmental technologies. She is an academician and is a sustainability strategy 

builder for private sector. Previously worked at United Nations Development Program and The World 

Bank. 



 

Ongun Tan, Turkey  

 

Board Member  
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Tan is the founder of Makers Turkiye Innovation Services and numerous digital and offline start-ups. 

He was selected as Young Society Leader in 2016 for American Turkish Society and is a keynote 

speaker of Speaker Agency and Global Entrepreneurs Network. 

 

Pavle Djuric, UK  

 

Board Member  
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Djuric is the Principal Counsel in the Legal Transition Team at EBRD. He is actively involved in the 

EBRD’s work on corporate governance in the Bank’s countries of operations, which encompasses both 

working directly with EBRD’s investee companies in order to strengthen their governance 

arrangements and policy dialogue with country authorities to assist the development of effective legal 

and regulatory frameworks that support sound corporate governance. He also participates in the 

Assessment of Corporate Governance Legislation and Practices in the EBRD Countries of Operations.  

 

Santhosh Jayaram, India  

 

Board Member  
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Jayaram is the Partner and Head of Sustainability Advisory Services at KPMG in India and Advisory 

Council Member of KPMG Impact. He is a global leader in sustainable supply chain Services and has 

worked across 20 countries in the space of sustainability and climate change. He is also a fellow with 

Institute of Directors, India. 

 

 

 



Shameela (Ebrahim) Soobramoney, South Africa  

 

Board Member  
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Soobramoney is the Chief Sustainability Officer at Johannesburg Stock Exchange. She is responsible 

for advising the Executive Committee and Board of the JSE Limited on sustainability and the 

integration into strategy. She is the immediate past chair of the World Federation of Exchange’s 

(global) Sustainability Working Group and a member of the Strategy Group of the Global Investors 

for Sustainable Development Alliance (GISD).  

 

 

Communication  

_________________________________ 

 

The Committee, through its board members, will communicate with a wide range of institutions including public 

and private, local and international, commercial and academic such as; NGOs, universities, institutional 

investors, financial institutions, public authorities, corporates, start-ups, angel investor networks, stock 

markets, indices, ESG advisors and rating agencies, foundations and so forth as well as the wider general and 

sectorial media.  

 

Contact  

 

Christina Mc Gimpsey  

Secretary General, World Business Angels Investment Forum  

An affiliated partner of the G20 Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (GPFI) 

Christina.McGimpsey@wbaforum.org   

 

Application link for membership  

Economic Development Commission  

Environment, Social and Governance (ESG) for Emerging Markets Commission 

https://wbaforum.org/Economic-Development-Commission/Joining-EDC/2   
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